Foresters
Playground Project

Frank McLoughlin Co-operative
Homes Inc.
August 29th, 2009
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On August 29th, 2009, 187 volunteers

from Foresters and Frank McLoughlin Co- -——

operative Homes Inc. teamed up with
KaBOOM! to transform a barren piece of
land into a beautiful new place to play.

1 Volunteers worked hard to assemble all
the equipment, mix the concrete, and
install the playground. Kids and families
for years to come will remember the team
that helped build this safe, fun place for
kids to play.

Here’s how everything unfolded...
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KaBOOM! & Foresters
Design Day

“Super Design Day in Brampton! | was joined by 32 adults, nearly
all of them residents at the co-op! Lynne and Kim from Foresters
were there as well. We had a great kid turnout as well (about 30),
and they were full of ideas! | even got to do a bit of a geography
lesson as | explained where Chicago was. By the way, folks from
Toronto seem well aware that Chicago is nick-named ‘The Windy
City’.”

-KaBOOM! Project Manager, Adam Arata




Frank McLoughlin Co-Op Houses

INnC.

Children Served Annually: 3000

Frank McLoughlin Co-Op Houses Inc. was
organized in 1985 as a non profit housing co-
operative located in Brampton. It provides
clean, adequate, affordable housing for
families in the area who are in need. In this
particular co-op there are sixty-two townhouse
units, open for anyone in need. The co-op is
focused on keeping their property in excellent
condition for as long as it is used.

The organization was named the Frank
McLoughlin Co-Op after a child who lived in
the co-op with his family. He developed a rare
kidney disease and spent a lot of time walking
around the co-op getting to know the residents
who lived there while he was too sick to attend
school. After he passed away the co-op was
renamed in memory of him.

*Harris Interactive Consumer Reports Research, 2009

90% of moms believe
that participating in
unstructured play on a
daily basis is very
important to the healthy
development of
children.*




A Community-Building Experience




Total Volunteers: 187

“The best part of the day was the opportunity to help make a tangible
difference in the lives of the children in such a short time.”

-Foresters Volunteer

Fun Facts:

Space reclaimed for KIDS to PLAY: 3,200 square feet
Mulch Moved: 165 cubic yards
Volunteer Time: 2,115 hours

(including planning time)




What a difference a
DAY makes!




It starts with a playground...




Quite an Impact! Volunteer Survey Results

Total Responses: 21

Was this your first experience
on a KaBOOM! build?

Yes 84%
No 16%

Not including this KaBOOM! build,
about how many other times in the
past six months have you
participated in a volunteer

activity?
0 times 38%
1-2 times 14%
3-5 times 33%

More than 5 times 15%




Foresters Data

If you are a Foresters
Member, please check
the category that applies
to you:

41%

9%

50%

Are you a Foresters member or a

Foresters guest?
40% M Foresters

Member

M Foresters
Guest

Other

M| am currently a
Foresters volunteer

M This is my first
experience
volunteering with
Foresters

| have been a
Foresters volunteer in
the past but am not
currently volunteering




Another KaBOOM!?

If you had a chance, would
you participate in another
KaBOOM! Playspace Project?

5%

BYes HENo




What was your favorite part of the Build Day?

Doing something positive for the community, 14 responses
Seeing the transformation of the site, 11 responses

Seeing a project completed in a single day, 10 responses
Building a playground for kids, 9 responses

Working side by side with community volunteers, 8 responses
The Foresters KaBOOM! experience, 7 responses

Teaching my children about helping others, 6 responses
Overall time spent with family and friends, 5 responses
Working on a construction project, 1 responses




What was the best part of
your KaBOOM! experience?

“Seeing the finished
project in such a short
time.”

“Rewarding to see the
playground fulfill the
children's wishes.”

“The Mulch crew -

hardest workers in the
country!” “Seeing the fruits of my labor -

the Mendocino bench was

“Enjoying the company fabulous!”

of people helping people
and having fun doing it.” “Knowing that we have made
a difference and put a smile on

Meeting all the everyone's face.”

volunteers from different
walks of life.” “Networking with Foresters

colleagues and having my
children participate in the
experience.”

“The teamwork!”




Would you or your family be
Interested in the following (check
all that apply):

50% - 86% (18)

80% -

0% - 67% (14)

60% -
50% -
40% -
30% -
20% -
10% -

0% -

24% (5)

62% (13)

m Participating in an annual
maintenance and celebration
BBQ for this playground?

B Participating in building or
renovating other
playgrounds in your
community

@ Online resources about
building playgrounds and
supporting play in your
community ?

B Obtaining information about

other Foresters family
volunteer opportunities?




More GREAT Datal

If you were able to, would you visit this playgroun

see it being used?
M Yes

B No

Please rate your overall
experience on the KaBOOM!
build.

Excellent
76%

m Very Good
24%

M Poor

d again to




A Learning Experience!

What kinds of things did you learn about as part of
participation in the KaBOOM! build?

100%-

80% - 67% (14)
60%-

38% (8) 33% (7) 29% (6)

40%

20% -

0%-

Newinfo Newinfo Newinfo Newinfo Newinfo
about about aboutthe aboutthe about my
constructionForesters benefits of local own skills or
being a community abilities
Foresters group
member

your










